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Welcome to astro, the 
partner school science 
program newsletter!  

Each week when you check 
your mailbox, you will 
find cool pictures, fun 
facts, space news, and 
more....

to get the most out of 
being in the partner 
school science program, 
make sure to message 
your e-pal once your 
teacher assigns you one. 
only message when you 
have their permission!  

do you have something 
you would like to see in 
astro?  if so, ask your 
teacher to send an e-mail 
to tyildirim@gftse.org 
with the photo, story, or 
link.  you might just see it 
in next weeks astro!

teachers can submit 
pictures and stories of 
their class to be included 
in the partner school 
spotlight section!

In this issue:
ask an astronaut: dr. 
drew gaffney
back to the moon



Ask an astronaut: dr. drew gaffney

Dr. Drew Gaffney was a NASA astronaut 
on the space shuttle Columbia in 1991.  
His mission, called STS-40, was 
conducted using the help of Spacelab. 

Spacelab is a module that can be added to 
the space shuttle to give astronauts more 
room and equipment to do science 
experiments.

Dr. Gaffney is now a  doctor (cardiologist) 
at Vanderbilt Medical Center in Nashville, 
Tennessee, USA.  He has spent 218 hours, 
14 minutes and 20 seconds in space!

Dr. Gaffney visited Space Camp Turkey to 
meet with Partner School Science 
Program students during E-Pal week in 
summer of 2005. (Pictured Right)

What would you like to ask an Astronaut?  
Ever wondered what it's like to be in 
space? How do you eat in space? You can 
ask any question you want!

To ask Dr. Gaffney a question, send an e-
mail (with your teacher or parent's 
permission!) to matthew@gftse.org with 
your question or ask your teacher to e-
mail a copy of your question.

Check Astro in a couple weeks to see the 
answers to your questions!

Dr. Drew Gaffney

Dr. Gaffney speaks with 

students at Space Camp 

Turkey.



Back to the moon: project constellation

NASA's new vehicle to take people 

to the moon has many of the same 

concepts as the original rocket that 

took people to the moon in 1969, 

the Saturn V.  Here you can see, on 

the right side of the rocket,  a type 

of lunar lander that can separate 

from the space ship to land on the 

moon.  Who will be the first to go 

back to the moon?  We'll know in 

2020! 

NASA researchers are working hard 

on the prototype vehicle for NASA's 

constellation program, which will 

send humans back to the moon.  

This picture was taken on 

November 14, 2007, which was the 

38 year anniversary of the second 

moon landing.  NASA hopes to 

make the first tests of this new 

rocket by 2012, with a mission to 

the International Space Station 

scheduled for 2013. 



SPACE WORDS:

Cardiologist- a doctor that studies the heart, how it works, and 

it's diseases.

Concepts- an idea for something.  

Prototype- a model, or example of something that will be created 

later.

Lunar Lander- originally used in the Apollo program, it separates 

from the space craft to land people on the moon. Then goes from 

the moon back to the space craft.  It also serves as the astronaut's 

home on the moon.

astro is a Publication of global friendship through space education, please visit us at 

http://www.gftse.org

images used from nasa are public domain, please visit http://www.nasa.gov for more.   


