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Welcome to astro, the 
partner school science 
program newsletter!  

Each week when you check 
your mailbox, you will 
find cool pictures, fun 
facts, space news, and 
more....

to get the most out of 
being in the partner 
school science program, 
make sure to message 
your e-pal once your 
teacher assigns you one. 
only message when you 
have their permission!  

do you have something 
you would like to see in 
astro?  if so, ask your 
teacher to send an e-mail 
to tyildirim@gftse.org 
with the photo, story, or 
link.  you might just see it 
in next weeks astro!

teachers can submit 
pictures and stories of 
their class to be included 
in the partner school 
spotlight section!

In this issue:
Flight Training: Neutral 
Buoyancy 
exploring mars



Flight training: neutral buoyancy

The Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory 
is a facility at NASA's Johnson 
Space Center in Houston, Texas.  

It's used to train astronauts 
(pictured right) to be able to live 
and work in the microgravity 
environment of space.  

With so little gravity in space, 
astronauts have to train do 
everything they do on Earth how 
they will do it in space, such as  
using tools.  

The Neutral Buoyancy Lab is 
202ft (61m) long and 102 ft (31m) 
wide.  It has over 6.2 million 
gallons (23.5 million liters) of 
water!

Check back next week to learn the 
second way NASA trains 
astronauts to work in space,  using 
a plane called the "Vomit Comet".  



Exploring mars

Endurance Crater, pictured left, 
is a famous area of the martian 
surface. Scientists for years have 
wanted to explore it because of its 
many layers of rock.  Being able 
to see many types of rocks and 
layers of them might allow 
scientists to get a hint of what was 
happening on Mars years ago.   
Studying rocks could lead to the 
discovery of water on mars!

Mars Facts

Name: Roman
Days in a year: 687
Moons: 2 (Phobos and Deimos)
95% Carbon Dioxide

Mars is known to have many 
volcanoes, craters, deserts, and ice 
on it's poles. 

Mars Pathfinder, pictured left, 
landed on mars on July 4th, 1997.  
This was the first rover to ever 
land on Mars.  It gave scientists 
back on Earth the closest look 
anyone had ever had to another 
planet.  After Pathfinder, many 
rovers from NASA and other 
countries have been launched 
successfully and are studying 
Mars today.  What will these 
explorers find?



SPACE WORDS:

Laboratory- a place to conduct experiments. 

Buoyancy- the ability for an object to float or sink.

Microgravity- in space, Astronauts are in constant free fall, 

falling back to the surface of the Earth. This causes them to feel 

like they are in an environment with little gravity.  

astro is a Publication of global friendship through space education, please visit us at 

http://www.gftse.org

images used from nasa are public domain, please visit http://www.nasa.gov for more.   


