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Welcome to astro, the 
partner school science 
program newsletter!  

Each week when you check 
your mailbox, you will 
find cool pictures, fun 
facts, space news, and 
more....

to get the most out of 
being in the partner 
school science program, 
make sure to message 
your e-pal once your 
teacher assigns you one. 
only message when you 
have their permission!  

do you have something 
you would like to see in 
astro?  if so, ask your 
teacher to send an e-mail 
to tyildirim@gftse.org 
with the photo, story, or 
link.  you might just see it 
in next weeks astro!

teachers can submit 
pictures and stories of 
their class to be included 
in the partner school 
spotlight section!

In this issue:
Cool Pictures: from the 
moon
history in the making: new 
commanders



cool pictures: From the moon

The Lunar Rover, pictured left, is a 

car that astronauts were able to 

drive around and explore the moon 

with.  It was first used on July 31, 

1971, by the crew of Apollo 15.  

Apollo was the name of the NASA 

program that first brought people to 

the moon in 1969.  The Lunar 

Rover was an electric car that ran 

off batteries, it included a TV 

camera, satellite dish, and science 

equipment.  What do you think 

those wheels are made out of? 

Believe it or not, it's made from 

piano wire! "E" key.

The Lunar Excursion Module, 

pictured right, is what brought 

astronauts from their home in orbit 

down to the moon to explore.  It 

had everything they needed to live 

on the moon for several days, 

including the lunar rover that is 

pictured above. It folds up and 

drops out the bottom.  The lunar 

rover had two stages, the ascent 

stage, and the descent stage. The 

descent stage is what brought it 

down to the moon, it has the spider 

looking legs and is still on the moon 

today. The ascent stage, or the top,  

is what brought astronauts back to 

their capsule orbiting the moon.



History in the making:New commanders

Even though humans have been 

exploring space since 1961, every 

mission breaks new records and 

sets goals for the future.  

The first people in space from 

both the Soviet Union and the 

United States were all men, and 

from the military.  Today, men 

and women both participate in 

each mission.

This week in space, the Space 

Shuttle and the International 

Space Station docked together to 

bring supplies and equipment and 

to also rotate crew on the station.  

For the first time, and unplanned 

by NASA, a woman commander 

is in charge of both the Space 

Station and the Space Shutle. 

Pictured Right you can see 

Station Commander Peggy 

Whitson and Shuttle Commander 

Pam Melroy.



SPACE WORDS:

Dock- for two objects to connect together. In space, the Space 

Shuttle and International Space Station can dock together to 

transfer supplies and people.

Crew- set of astronauts on a particular mission.  

Capsule- a type of space craft that was entirely one unit where 

the crew was during the mission.  They landed by parachute and 

not like an airplane, how  the Space Shuttle lands today.  

astro is a Publication of global friendship through space education, please visit us at 

http://www.gftse.org

images used from nasa are public domain, please visit http://www.nasa.gov for more.   


