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Welcome to astro, the 
partner school science 
program newsletter!  

Each week when you check 
your mailbox, you will 
find cool pictures, fun 
facts, space news, and 
more....

to get the most out of 
being in the partner 
school science program, 
make sure to message 
your e-pal once your 
teacher assigns you one. 
only message when you 
have their permission!  

do you have something 
you would like to see in 
astro?  if so, ask your 
teacher to send an e-mail 
to tyildirim@gftse.org 
with the photo, story, or 
link.  you might just see it 
in next weeks astro!

teachers can submit 
pictures and stories of 
their class to be included 
in the partner school 
spotlight section!

In this issue:
Cool pictures: thumbs up + 
space walking
Space places: star city



Cool pictures

Even though the most well 

known people at NASA are 

the Astronauts, it takes 

thousands of people across 

the world to make a shuttle 

launch possible!  Here you 

can see some very happy 

NASA administrators giving 

the crew of Endeavor a 

thumbs up after a successful 

12 days 17 hours in space and 

a safe landing!  

Here you can see Astronaut 

Rick Mastracchio installing a 

new part of the International 

Space Station.  He is 

performing what people at 

NASA call an Extra Vehicular 

Activity, which means Space 

Walk. He is outside of the 

Space Station with nothing 

seperating him from the 

vaccum of space except his 

100 kilo (220 lbs) space suit! 



space Places: Star CIty

Star City Russia, located north of the capital of 

Russia, Moscow,  is home to the Yuri Gagarin 

Cosmonaut Training Center. Here you will find 

simulators of modules used in the International 

Space Station as well as a huge water tank 

where Cosmonauts can practice the feelings 

that they will have when in the weightless 

environment of space. Everything you need to 

learn how to fly in space!

Before Russia became the Russia we know it 

as today, it was part of the Soviet Union, a 

collection of countries that broke apart into 

their own governments in 1991. During the 

time that the Soviet Union ran Star City, it was 

a very secretive place where nobody but 

military was allowed.  Today, it is used by 

Russian Cosmonauts as well as American and 

European Astronauts when training for 

international space missions.

The Soviet Union was responsible for many of 

the firsts in space, pictured right you will see 

the first woman in space, Valentina 

Tereshkova, the first man in space, Yuri 

Gagain, and the first dog in space, Laika! 



SPACE WORDS:

Extra Vehicular Activity (EVA)- when an astronaut leaves the 

space shuttle/space station and goes out into space wearing a 

space suit. 

Simulator- copy of something that allows you to practice before 

using the real one. Example: a simulator of a car would be a car 

that doesn't really move but lets you practice learning to drive.

Modules- pieces of something bigger. The International Space 

station is made up of many different modules that come from 

different countries. Together all these modules make up the 

International Space Station.

Cosmonaut- meaning "star voyager", is the Russian name for an 

Astronaut.

astro is a Publication of global friendship through space education, please visit us at 

http://www.gftse.org

images used from nasa are public domain, please visit http://www.nasa.gov for more.   


