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welcome to astro, the 
partner school science 
program newsletter!  

Each week when you check 
gftse.org, you will find 
cool pictures, fun facts, 
space news, and more....

to get the most out of 
being in the partner 
school science program, 
make sure to send 
messages to your e-pal as 
often as you can!

do you have something you 
would like to see in astro?  
if so, ask your teacher to 
send an e-mail to 
matthew@gftse.org with 
the photo, story, or link.  
you might just see it in 
next week's astro!

teachers can submit 
pictures and stories of 
their class to be included 
in the partner school 
spotlight section!

In this week's issue:

nasa news: sts-124

the simulators!

astronaut jay buckey



Nasa news: sts-124

Space Shuttle Discovery is currently 

going through it's last rounds of testing 

before being rolled out to the launch pad 

and getting prepared for lift off!

With only eight Space Shuttle flights left 

until the program is discontinued in 

2010, this historic mission will install an 

important part of the International Space 

Station.

A joint mission between the United 

States and Japan, this launch will 

complete the Japanese portion of the 

Space Station named Kibo. 

Kibo, which means "hope" in English, is 

a research module that will greatly 

increase the amount of space astronauts 

have to do science experiments onboard 

the station. 

STS-124 is scheduled to launch from 

Kennedy Space Center on May 31st at 

5:01pm. The astronauts are currently 

planning to stay in orbit for over 13 

days!

The second part of the Japanese 

module Kibo is preparing to be 

fitted into the Space Shuttle for 

launch to the ISS. 



e-pal week: the simulators!

Space Camp Turkey has many simulators that are 

designed to train you to be an astronaut, just like 

NASA does!

The MMU: Simulates the personal jet pack astronauts 

used in space to make repairs to the Space Shuttle and 

capture broken satellites. 

Zero-G Wall:  The closest you can get to feeling 

weightlessness on Earth, the Zero-G Wall will have 

you climbing up and down with ease.

1/6th Chair:  With the Moon only having  1/6th of the 

gravity as Earth, you will be able to jump farther than 

you ever have before!

5DF Chair:  With no friction in space, the slightest 

nudge will keep you moving forever! Figure out how 

to move around in space with this simulator.

MAT: The Multi Axis Trainer allows you to feel what 

it is like when your spaceship has lost control and is 

falling back to Earth!  You spin in three directions at 

the same time!

SSMT: Feel how running around upside down in a 

circle was a great way for space station astronauts to 

exercise on Skylab!



astro is a Publication of global friendship through space education, please visit us at 

http://www.gftse.org

images used from nasa are public domain, please visit http://www.nasa.gov for more.   

astronaut jay buckey!
We are very excited to announce that astronaut 

Jay Buckey and his daughter will be coming to 

E-Pal week this summer!

Dr. Buckey flew onboard Space Shuttle 

Columbia on STS-90. While in space he studied 

the effects of weightlessness on the human 

nervous system.  

After spending over 381 hours in space and 

orbiting the Earth 256 times, Dr. Buckey will 

have many experiences to share with you this 

summer!  Start thinking of any questions that you 

have about what it's like to be an astronaut, as 

you will have time to ask him questions one-on-

one!

To read more about Dr. Buckey visit: 

http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/Bios/PS/buckey.html


