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welcome to astro, the 
partner school science 
program newsletter!  

Each week when you check 
gftse.org, you will find 
cool pictures, fun facts, 
space news, and more....

to get the most out of 
being in the partner 
school science program, 
make sure to send 
messages to your e-pal as 
often as you can!

do you have something you 
would like to see in astro?  
if so, ask your teacher to 
send an e-mail to 
tyildirim@gftse.org with 
the photo, story, or link.  
you might just see it in 
next week's astro!

teachers can submit 
pictures and stories of 
their class to be included 
in the partner school 
spotlight section!

In this issue:

apollo 13: the successful 
failure

ham the monkeynaut and 
felix the astrocat



Apollo 13: The Successful failure

Apollo 13 launching from 

Kennedy Space Center, towards 

the moon.

The crew of Apollo 13 on the 

recovery ship after their capsule 

safely splashed into the ocean.

Apollo 13 was set to be the third manned 

mission to the moon. James Lovell, Fred 

Haise, and Jack Swigert made up the crew 

of Apollo 13.

Apollo 13 became one of the most famous 

missions in human space flight, and is 

known today as the successful failure.

NASA trains each of their astronauts for 

months, and sometimes years, on 

situations that are unlikely to happen. 

They continuously practice what every 

problem they can think of would be like 

and how to fix them.

During a routine stir of the oxygen tanks 

on Odyssey, the part of the ship that the 

astronauts lived on, a spark caused an 

explosion damaging the side of the 

spaceship.    

With the help of the astronauts orbiting 

the moon and the crew in Mission Control 

in Houston, as well as people all around 

the world at universities, factories, 

military bases, and space agencies, a 

solution was found to bring the astronauts 

home safely.

Since NASA and the astronauts were able 

to use all of their training to successfully 

handle each of the mission failures, the 

mission became known as a successful 

failure.  



ham the monkeynaut

Stamp commemorating the 

10th anniversary of the 

first cat in space.

Ham greeted with a handshake 

from the commander of his 

recovery ship.

Ham was born in July 1957 to parents 

from West Africa, and at four years old, 

paved the way for Alan Shepard to 

become the first American in space.

Unlike other monkeynauts before him, 

he was just not there for the ride. He was 

trained to complete many tasks during 

the flight. When he completed his task 

correctly, he was rewarded with a banana 

flavored candy!

Ham tested all the same equipment and 

followed the same flight path the first 

American in Space would do four 

months later. After a successful and safe 

flight, Ham spent most of his days at  the 

National Zoo in Washington, D.C.

felix the astrocat

Team of French "Astrocats"

In 1963, the French Space Agency 

started training a team of Astrocats that 

would become the first, and only cats to 

ever fly in space. Felix, the first cat to fly 

in space, flew on October 18, 1963, and 

had a safe and successful flight.

Only a couple in the group of cats picked 

for training were able to fly in space. The 

cats came from the streets of Paris, and 

when brought indoors and fed, many 

became lazy and uncooperative! The cats 

that were not selected to fly in space 

were given away to families in France. 



astro crossword

astro is a Publication of global friendship through space education, please visit us at 

http://www.gftse.org

images used from nasa are public domain, please visit http://www.nasa.gov for more.   
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ACROSS

1 US State where Mission Control is located
6 Name for a monkey that travels in space
7
 
NASA program that brought man to the
moon

9 Named John Glenn's Capsule
10 Felix's nationality

 

DOWN

2 Name of your favorite newsletter
3 Name of newest space shuttle
4
 
______________ Space Center is where all
American space flights launch from

5 First man in space
8 First dog in space

Note: For a fee, you can use Crossword Weaver to print a nice copy of this puzzle (one that doesn't look
like a web page). You can check it out for free by downloading the demo from www.CrosswordWeaver.com
.


