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welcome to astro, the 
partner school science 
program newsletter!  

Each week when you check 
gftse.org, you will find 
cool pictures, fun facts, 
space news, and more....

to get the most out of 
being in the partner 
school science program, 
make sure to send 
messages to your e-pal as 
often as you can!

do you have something you 
would like to see in astro?  
if so, ask your teacher to 
send an e-mail to 
tyildirim@gftse.org with 
the photo, story, or link.  
you might just see it in 
next week's astro!

teachers can submit 
pictures and stories of 
their class to be included 
in the partner school 
spotlight section!

In this issue:

nasa news: sts-123

russian spacecrafts: soyuz



nasa News: sts-123

STS-123 launches towards the 

International Space Station at 

2:28am on March 11, 2008, from 

Kennedy Space Center.

The crew of STS-123 waves 

goodbye to family and friends 

before going to the launch pad.

STS-123 is the 21st launch of 

Endeavour, NASA's newest Space 

Shuttle Orbiter.  Launched on March 11, 

2008, in a rare night launch, Space 

Shuttle Endeavour is currently docked to 

the International Space Station. 

The Space Shuttle is delivering the first 

part of the Japanese research lab named 

Kibo, which means "hope" in Japanese.  

Kibo will be the largest part of the 

International Space Station once it is 

finished.

The crew of Endevaour is set to make 

space history in becoming the longest 

Space Shuttle flight to date. Planning to 

stay in orbit for over 16 days, the Space 

Shuttle will have to charge some of its 

power systems with the help of 

equipment onboard the International 

Space Station. 

There will also be a crew switch with the 

ISS during this mission. European 

astronaut Leopold Eyharts, currently on 

the ISS, will get a ride back to Earth on 

the Space Shuttle. Space Shuttle 

astronaut Garrett Reisman will stay on 

the ISS in his place.

After this flight, there are only nine more 

planned Space Shuttle flights before all 

of the orbiters are retired in 2010.  



russian spacecrafts: soyuz

Soyuz launching from the 

Baikonur Cosmodome.

Soyuz orbiting the Earth.

First launched in 1966, Soyuz 

spacecrafts are one of the most important 

achievements in space exploration.  

Known as one of the most reliable 

spacecrafts ever built, it has been used 

for flights to the former Russian Space 

Station Mir, and is used today for flights 

to the International Space Station.

After the Columbia accident and before 

Discovery's return to flight mission, 

Soyuz was the only way for astronauts 

and cosmonauts to go to and from the 

ISS.  

By the end of 2008, the Soyuz spacecraft 

will be responsible for sending nearly 

300 people into space within the past 40 

years!    

An un-manned version of Soyuz, called 

Progress, is used to send cargo up to the 

International Space Station. Progress 

often time sends the astronauts and 

cosmonauts mail, fresh fruits and 

vegetables, and even DVDs of their 

favorite TV shows!  

After the Space Shuttle retires in 2010, 

and before NASA's new spacecraft 

Orion is ready to fly in 2015, Soyuz will 

be the only spacecraft taking humans 

into space.



Space Word Search puzzle

astro is a Publication of global friendship through space education, please visit us at 

http://www.gftse.org

images used from nasa are public domain, please visit http://www.nasa.gov for more.   
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