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welcome to astro, the 
partner school science 
program newsletter!  

Each week when you check 
gftse.org, you will find 
cool pictures, fun facts, 
space news, and more....

to get the most out of 
being in the partner 
school science program, 
make sure to send 
messages to your e-pal as 
often as you can!

do you have something you 
would like to see in astro?  
if so, ask your teacher to 
send an e-mail to 
tyildirim@gftse.org with 
the photo, story, or link.  
you might just see it in 
next week's astro!

teachers can submit 
pictures and stories of 
their class to be included 
in the partner school 
spotlight section!

In this issue:

music at nasa

what is a satellite? 



music at nasa
Like here on Earth, music is an 

important part of life at NASA and 

life of the astronaut's in Space.  Each 

morning, instead of being woken up 

by a beeping sound, the Capcom in 

Mission Control picks a song to wake 

up the astronauts with. This can be a 

song a family member requests, or a 

song that represents what they are 

doing in space that day. This was first 

started with the Apollo program and 

has been a NASA tradition ever since.

This week, NASA has found a new 

way to spread music through space.  

NASA was able to beam the Beatles' 

song "Across The Universe" to 

celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

NASA and the launch of the first US 

satellite Explorer 1, as well as the 40th 

anniversary of the song "Across The 

Universe".  The song was beamed to 

the north star, Polaris, and is traveling 

at 186,000 miles per second (299,337 

kilometers per second)!

Several of NASA's astronauts play in 

an all astronaut band here on earth 

called Max-Q.  They often play free 

shows at educational events and 

shuttle launches. 

Astronauts listening to music 

and playing some themselves!

Engineers beaming the song 

"Across The Universe". 

To read more and check out a 

the music video, go to http://

www.nasa.gov/topics/universe/

features/across_universe.html



what is a satellite?

Everyone always uses the word 

satellite, but what is it exactly? Well we 

use the word satellite to mean an object 

that orbits, or goes around, another 

object.  There are two different types of 

satellites.

A "natural satellite" is an object that 

wasn't made by humans and put into 

space.  This can be like our moon, or 

the moons of the other planets in the 

solar system.

An "artificial satellite" is what we 

usually think of when we think of a 

satellite.  These are the electronic 

satellites put up in space by countries 

and companies around the world.

Artificial satellites are used to allow 

people to communicate between 

nations,  they tell airplanes where they 

are located, and bring TV shows from 

around the world into your living room!

This natural satellite, Cassini, 

orbits the planet Jupiter.

This artificial satellite, 

Navstar GPS, allows people 

and aircraft to know exactly 

where they are.



space words

astro is a Publication of global friendship through space education, please visit us at 

http://www.gftse.org

images used from nasa are public domain, please visit http://www.nasa.gov for more.   

Capcom- a position in NASA's Mission Control at Johnson Space 

Center in Houston, Texas. Capcom (Capsule Communicator) is an 

astronaut who takes all the information the engineers and scientists 

on Earth want to tell those in space and translates it into "astronaut 

talk" so it's easy for them to understand.  

Max-Q- besides being the name of the all astronaut band, Max-Q is 

short for Maximum Aerodynamic Pressure. This is the most pressure 

that the Space Shuttle can safely experience. When Max-Q is met 

during a launch, the astronauts have to slow down, or "throttle back".  


