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welcome to astro, the 
partner school science 
program newsletter!  

Each week when you check 
gftse.org, you will find 
cool pictures, fun facts, 
space news, and more....

to get the most out of 
being in the partner 
school science program, 
make sure to send 
messages to your e-pal as 
often as you can!

do you have something you 
would like to see in astro?  
if so, ask your teacher to 
send an e-mail to 
tyildirim@gftse.org with 
the photo, story, or link.  
you might just see it in 
next week's astro!

teachers can submit 
pictures and stories of 
their class to be included 
in the partner school 
spotlight section!

In this issue:

Flight training: vomit 
comet

Exploring venus



Flight training: vomit comet

The "Vomit Comet" is a popular 
nickname for an airplane that 
has been training astronauts 
since the early days of space 
flight (pictured right)  on what 
it's like to feel weightless. 

Although NASA has used many 
planes for this purpose, since 
2005 the vomit comet is a 
McDonnell Douglas C-9 aircraft 
that flys up and down in 
parabolic flight, giving riders 
the feeling of weightlessness. 

Besides astronauts, many 
university students (pictured 
bottom right) are sent up by 
NASA to test class experiments 
in weightlessness.  

Start coming up with a great 
idea for an experiement and in a 
few years you might be trying it 
out in the vomit comet!



Exploring Venus

Venus has been explored by many 
landers and satellites, mostly from 
the former Soviet Union and some 
by the United States. The first 
thing to land on Venus was a 
Soviet probe named Venera 3 
(pictured left). Unfortunately, it 
crash landed and was not able to 
be used.  It is still known as the 
first man made object to visit 
another planet. 

Venus Facts

Name: Roman
Days in a year: 225
Moons: 0
97% Carbon Dioxide

Venus is one of two planets in our 
solar system that rotates in the 
opposite direction of Earth.

Venera 13 is a famous mission for 
the exploration of Venus because 
it was the first time people could 
see, in color, what the surface of 
Venus looked like (pictured left). 
Venera 13 landed on Venus after a 
4 month trip and survived for only 
127 minutes, nearly 4 times 
longer then expected!  The 
pressure on Venus is 84 times that 
of on Earth and the temperature is 
457C (855 Fahrenheit)!



space words:
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images used from nasa are public domain, please visit http://www.nasa.gov for more.   

Parabolic:  to travel in this upside down U 

 shaped path, astronauts are able to 

 feel weightlessness for 25 seconds 

 each 3 minutes.


