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Happy new year from 
astro, the partner school 
science program 
newsletter!  

Each week when you check 
gftse.org, you will find 
cool pictures, fun facts, 
space news, and more....

to get the most out of 
being in the partner 
school science program, 
make sure to send 
messages to your e-pal as 
often as you can!

do you have something you 
would like to see in astro?  
if so, ask your teacher to 
send an e-mail to 
tyildirim@gftse.org with 
the photo, story, or link.  
you might just see it in 
next week's astro!

teachers can submit 
pictures and stories of 
their class to be included 
in the partner school 
spotlight section!

In this issue:

Astro news: ask an 
engineer

nasa pictures of the week



Astro news: Ask An engineer!
Vincent Vazzo, a former Space Camp 

student and counselor, works for United 

Space Alliance on the Space Shuttle 

Program at NASA's Marshall Space Flight 

Center in Huntsville, Alabama.  At the 

space center, his day-to-day 

responsibilities involve writing computer 

software to help NASA analyze film, 

video, and photos from the hundreds of 

cameras watching every shuttle launch 

(including some that ride on the space 

shuttle itself).  When a space shuttle is 

launched, Vincent also helps review film 

and video footage from the launch to make 

sure the astronauts get a safe ride into 

space.

When we think of a Space Shuttle mission 

we always think of the astronauts, but 

without engineers like Vincent building 

and testing all the parts of the Space 

Shuttle, no astronaut would ever go to 

space!

Vincent would be happy to answer any 

questions you might have about what it's 

like to work at NASA and help bring 

astronauts into space and back home 

safely.  

To ask a question, send a message to Tolga 

Yildirim (tyildirim@gftse.org) that 

includes your name, school name, city and 

country by February 1st, 2008!

Vincent Vazzo with Space 

Shuttle Atlantis as it is 

preparing for its next launch. 

Vincent at a test firing of one of 

the Space Shuttle's Solid Rocket 

Boosters.



Nasa pictures of the week:

This photo by NASA photographer 

Bill Ingalls has been honored by 

United Press International as one 

of the top pictures of 2007. Ingalls 

took the photo of the Soyuz 

TMA-11 spacecraft on Oct. 8 as it 

was transported by train to its 

launch pad at the Baikonur 

Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. The 

spacecraft launched two days later, 

bringing the Expedition 16 crew to 

the International Space Station. 

Ingalls has traveled the world as a 

photographer for NASA since 

1989.

Like snowflakes in the night, the 

strange shapes and textures of the 

stars in the Snowflake Cluster are 

found in the Cone Nebula. These 

patterns are from the formation of 

the stars known as NGC 2264. 

Bright stars from the cluster dot 

the field and they soon heat up and 

destroy the gas and dust mountains 

in which they formed. 

For more NASA pictures, visit 

http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/

imagegallery/



space words:

astro is a Publication of global friendship through space education, please visit us at 

http://www.gftse.org

images used from nasa are public domain, please visit http://www.nasa.gov for more.   

Soyuz- a Russian-made space craft that can be used just once. It is 

used today to take astronauts and cosmonauts to and from the 

International Space Station.  

Baikonur Cosmodome-  most rockets sent into space by Russia are 

actually launced from this cosmodome in  Kazakhstan.  

Nebula- a collection of dust and gas. 

Cluster- a group of stars close to one another. 

astro anniversary

Astro is celebrating its 1 year anniversary this month! Check back 

next week to see how you can win a GFTSE prize pack in our 

anniversary contest!


